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836 COLUMBIA LAW REVIEW 

General for New Zealand, is evidenced by the appearance of the Sixth Edition. 
This edition is practically a reprint of the previous edition with the omisson of 
the bibliography and an additional appendix expanding more fully the theory of 
sovereignty as applicab'e to the British Dominions and Protectorates. 

This book is well known as one of the most serviceable volumes treating of 
the general principles of law and jurisprudence from the analytical point of view. 
The author does not confine himself to the narrow and limited doctrines of the 
earlier fo'lowers of this school in that he finds in the field of law a place for 
such concepts as natural law, international law, etc., and recognizes custom as an 
effective force in the process of law-making. 

His definition of law, namely, that it consists of the rules recognized and 
acted on in courts of justice, is limited in its application chiefly to Anglo-American 
jurisdictions where judicial precedents are binding and does not fully explain the 
entire field of law for these countries. 

The work fails to recognize and explain the process of law-making in con- 
tinental European countries where the executive participates to a large extent, 
and the courts much less, in the law-making process. The opportunity of making 
some interesting and suggestive comparisons between the European and Anglo- 
American legal systems is, therefore, neglected. 

The writer of the volume has little sympathy with historical jurisprudence 
and appears not to be interested in legal history or comparative legal philosophy. 
These defects render the volume somewhat unsatisfactory for use with students 
in elementary law and jurisprudence. In view of the wealth of the material which 
has appeared recently in legal history and legal philosophy it would appear that 
a work on jurisprudence should not ignore the contributions in these fields. 

Despite these defects the volume deals in a satisfactory way with such matters 
as the nature and kinds of law, the sources of law, legal concepts such as rights, 
ownership, possession, persons, liability, and methods and procedure in the ad- 
ministration of justice. On the whole the work is the best brief text for courses 
in the elements of law, and deals with legal principles and concepts in a clear, 
concise and informative manner. 

Charles Grove Haines 

University of Texas 
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